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What a wonderful experience, being part of this 
dynamic, forward-thinking school. Bishops is proud 
of the staff and children that form part of this learning 
space. From the free-play area in Grade N to the more 
structured space in Grade 2, our aim is to develop 
loved, confident, independent and well-mannered 
young men of the future. Despite the curriculum and 
prescribed learning that we need to cover, we manage 
to wedge it all between fun, movement, art, music and 
play, in a creative and peaceful space. Every day we 
are prepared for something new, the unexpected, and 
the many laughs and hugs. Who would not be excited 
with each day that unfolds?

Staff Matters  
We have been privileged to maintain some excellent 
teachers and administrators and it is no surprise 
that the ladies who left us had many years at this 
wonderful school. Nicky van Zyl, our fabulous, patient, 
kind and loving secretary, left Bishops after 18 years 
in our administration section. Ann van Breda retired 
after many loyal years of dedicated service, and 
Rosemary Harris left to explore other avenues in 
the education arena. We have been honoured and 
privileged to have been able to serve with these ladies 
and wish them well as they explore new opportunities 
and seasons in their lives. Heather Fraser delivered a 
beautiful little girl, Charlotte, this year and Siophan 
Wright became Siophan van der Westhuizen, marrying 
Shane. Melody Durrheim celebrated her engagement 
to Craig Green. 

Outreach
We have been extremely aware of those organisations 
that need support. There have been many 
opportunities for donations over the year, from soft 
toys for The Teddy Bear Clinic, in support of child 
victims of sexual offences, to pet food for the SPCA, 
Mdzananda Animal Clinic and our very own feral cat 
family. We made coin contributions to the National 
Association of the Deaf; donated books during 
Readathon Week to various schools as well as Little 
Libraries, which reaches far and wide distributing 
books to those who have none. Poppy Day yielded a 
wonderful cash collection as well as clothes, shoes and 
food hampers for the assistants and security guards.  
Groups of mums also spoilt our security guard Lundi, 
who is having a baby this December and we are so 
grateful to all who contributed.

Grade N 
Our second year of Grade N has come and gone in 
a flash. Our fledglings who arrived in January have 
grown wings and are ready to move up to Grade R 
where new opportunities await. We have loved the 
messy and tactile art room where we have made 
masks, drawn under tables while lying on our backs, 
done marble paintings, made treasure boxes, made 
watches and constructed binoculars for bird-watching. 

The garden continues to be a favourite and important 
area for the little boys to strengthen and develop their 
gross motor skills. They love the mud play and sandpit 
and a highlight for some of them is playing soccer on 
the field, after snacks, with Mr Vincent. 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT’S REPORT Our outing to the Iziko Museum in the city 
was another highlight. We learnt a lot about 
dinosaurs and fossils and enjoyed a picnic 
snack in The Company’s Garden. We were 
also visited by the ‘Bird Man’, Martin Odd, 
who brought his birds, big and small. We 
enjoyed a puppet show, An African Tale, and 
loved being entertained by Gilly Southwood, 
one of the best storytellers around. The boys 
also took part in the traditional activity of 
writing letters to their parents, putting stamps 
on envelopes and walking to the post box 
close to the school. 

Altogether a fun and productive year in 
Grade N where we have seen the boys gain 
independence, grow and develop through 
play.

Grade R 
Term 1 brought a fresh group of very excited 
Grade Rs. It was time for ‘Big School’ and 
the boys were ready for the challenge! Our 
outing to the Green Point Park proved to be 
an exciting one, incorporating our ‘Senses’ 
theme and highlighting sustainability and the 
importance of conserving our flora and fauna. 
Some boys tasted sour figs for the first time!

Term 2 welcomed the ever-popular Salt River 
Fire Station outing. The boys loved all the 
informative facts – which number to call in 
an emergency, how to STOP, DROP AND 
ROLL, or STAY LOW AND GO, GO, GO! The 
boys always enjoy this outing and many left 
thinking this would be their dream job! They 
soon reported that it is far too dangerous, 
and that you would have to be a very brave 

ABOVE: Sharlene Groom; Rosemary Harris and Ann van Breda



402
man to tackle it. The firefighters put on an incredible 
show of their training drills and their super fire engines. 
Between sirens blaring and a demonstration of how 
the jaws of life work, our boys were enthralled and in 
awe. We spoke about firefighters and other community 
helpers that brought about much discussion on the 
topic ‘Strangers and Safety’. Creating an awareness 
of safety and safe places or safe people to talk to was 
essential for our little ones.

In Term 3 we focused on ‘Our Heritage’, which 
dovetailed with a group of wonderful presenters 
from FANSA productions. Diversity among people 
of the world was the topic of discussion. We were all 
engaged in the presentation, with boys dressing up, 
doing rain dances, learning different languages and 
discussing traditions and cultures from around the 
world. Through awareness of cultural diversity, our 
children become tolerant and learn to understand that 
similarities as well as differences can be celebrated.  

By this time, our boys had grown and matured so 
much, we hardly recognised them from the little 
ones who first walked over the Grade R threshold. 
Term 4 brought about much more independence – 
parents dropped our confident little boys off with a 
cheerful goodbye, and boys were ready to face their 
jampacked day! Our Christmas Carol Service and 
Nativity Concert were the highlights of this term. The 
boys and teachers practised endlessly to make the 
service an exciting and blessed one for all the parents 
and grandparents.

Grade 1
2018 got off to a great start. All the boys were eager 
to get back to school. The teachers were not too sure 
if it was to settle down and learn to read and write, 
or to see their friends again! During the year we 
happily welcomed three new boys to the school, Amo 
Kotelana, Matthew Fox and Henry Body. 

Our boys are very blessed to be involved in numerous 
themes throughout the year that take us off into 
different parts of our city. In Term 1, we visited the Two 
Oceans Aquarium and took a trip down to St James 
Beach. Seventy-two excited boys, and their parents, 
boarded the train at Rondebosch Station armed 
with buckets and spades, fishing nets and all the 
equipment needed for a happy morning on the beach. 
It was a beautiful day and much fun was had by all – 
swimming, building sand castles and exploring the 
rock pools. We got to visit the World of Birds in Term 
2, and learnt all about farm life in Term 3 at De Grendal 
wine farm. Our themes at the beginning of Term 4 
were ‘Money’ and ‘What People Do’. During our maths 
lessons the boys learnt about money, its value and 
how to use it in a practical way. This led to our Trading 
Day, a highlight of the term. Each boy had to make 
10 items that he thought his friends would like to buy. 
On the day, the boys were responsible (with lots of 
help from their teachers) for setting up their stalls and 
advertising their ‘goods’. Then the fun began, with 
each class having an opportunity to go to the other 
classes to ‘shop’, while the host class played the role 
of the shopkeepers. At the end of the day everyone 
was happy, having sold all their goods and sporting a 
shopping bag full of exciting goodies to take home. 
The boys were also able to visit Kiddies’ Campus,which 
gave them an opportunity to experience a variety of 
occupations.

Readathon Week was a highlight for many of our boys, 
as they participated in ‘Crazy Hair Day’ and Crazy Sock 
Day’, and dressed up as a character from a book. Well 
done to Storm Silander on reading the most pages 
in Grade 1. Hooked on Books and The Book People 
visited us again this year to get the boys even more 
excited about some new book titles. We also had a 
special story time with hot chocolate and biscuits, 
together with some of the special people in our lives. 

In keeping with Heritage Day, we ended Term 3 with 
a ‘Proudly South African’ theme. One of the main 
focuses of this theme was to discuss similarities and 
differences, and this helped the boys to appreciate 
and show respect for one another. We dressed up, 
learnt our National Anthem, shared South African 
foods and did exciting art projects. We even 
participated in some South African dancing! 
Before we knew it, it was time to prepare for 
Christmas. We ended the term with our class party 
and annual Carol Service in the Memorial Chapel.

Grade 2
What a fun and busy year the Grade 2s had, filled with 
excitement and memories for a lifetime. Our theme 
in Term 1 was ‘Insects’, and our outing to Butterfly 
World brought to life everything we had been talking 
about. Jonah de Villiers exclaimed, ‘We saw interesting 
snakes and beautiful butterfly sculptures!’ The boys 
also participated in the Bishops Mini Argus. They came 
to school all geared up with their scooters and bicycles 
and were taken on an adventurous journey around the 
school.

During Readathon Week, we encouraged all boys to 
read as many pages as possible and record the names 
of the books and pages read each day. This fun-filled 
week kicked off with a ‘Crazy Hair Day’, followed by 
‘Crazy Tie Day’ and then ‘Crazy Sock and Shoe Day’. It 
was the one time the boys could bend the school rules 
– just a tiny bit. We ended the week with ‘Favourite 
Book Character Day’ where the boys came dressed as 
a character from a story they knew and loved. We had 
everyone from Harry Potter to Charlie and Mr Willy 
Wonka from the Chocolate Factory.

We experienced enchanted illusions at the Magic 
Classroom at the College of Magic. Maxim Lanfranchi 
said, ‘It was very magical!’ Dominic van Reenen said, 
‘It was amazing and I absolutely loved every minute.’ 

Seth Burns felt that after seeing it close-up, magic was 
worth all the practice.

In early September, some of our hockey boys were 
fortunate enough to be invited to play in a tournament 
at Western Province Cricket Club Astroturf. We were 
very proud of the skills these boys demonstrated 
on the field, and even more so of their excellent 
sportsmanship and gentlemanly manners. 

To end off our hockey season, all the boys were invited 
to play a match together with their parents on the 
Bishops Astroturf. The best rule was that only the boys 
could score goals and not their parents! Lots of fun 
was had by all involved. 

It was a very foggy, humid day in Stellenbosch when 
we visited the Polkadraai Strawberry Farm, but Cape 
Town’s unpredictable weather was not going to spoil 
the boys’ experience at the farm and they had such a 
fun time. 

There is one incredibly special event that the boys look 
forward to for the entire year – the Father and Son 
Camp Out! The boys thoroughly enjoyed spending 
time with their dads and were on their best behaviour 
amid all the immense fun. 

Congratulations to Mrs Swanich and her fantastic 
musicians for a job well done. The boys practised hard 
and put on an amazing performance in front of family 
and friends in the Bishops Memorial Theatre. The boys 
charmed us with their musical and singing talents. 

We ended off our year celebrating with an exciting 
treasure hunt and a fun-filled Christmas class party with 
lots of special treats. 

Sharlene Groom
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